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WHITMOOR COMMON ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting

Worplesdon Cricket Club Pavilion
Tuesday 15 July 2025
DRAFT MINUTES

Present 

Committee Members 

Mr Paul Rijbroek (Hon. Chairman)
Mr Tony Lawrence

Mr Neil Adams
	Mr A Antcliffe

Mrs A Antcliffe

Mr R Cannell

Mrs W Cannell


	Mr D Collingwood

Mr H Gysin

Mr C Hewett

Mr R Hartung

Mrs E Rijbroek



The Chairman, Paul Rijbroek, welcomed everyone to the meeting, with particular mention to  Cllr Keith Witham, Surrey County Councillor for Worplesdon Ward, Cllr Bridget Ahier, Parish Councillor Fairlands Ward, & Mrs Gaynor White, Clerk to Worplesdon Parish Council 
He explained that today the meeting would be recorded as the Hon Secretary position is vacant.
1. Apologies for absence 
Adam Bolton – Surrey Wildlife Trust -  due to being called away late the previous afternoon because of a wildfire on the Barossa Nature Reserve near Camberley.
	Mrs S Collingwood
Mrs C Heddle


	Mr & Mrs Penfold
Mrs J Searle



2. Approval of Draft Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 4 July 2024 duly proposed by Paul Rijbroek. Approved by Tony Lawrence and seconded by Andrew Antcliffe
3. Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
4. Chairman’s Report

The Association has again undertaken repairs to Footpath 431.  The gate from the footpath to “Maryland” property had been damaged by motorcyclists/vandals.  Also, the bridge across the stream on the “Summer Ride” has also been damaged by vandals.  This was spotted by horse riders who contacted SCC for the repairs which have now been carried out.

During the autumn/winter months no official work parties were organized.  However, some impromptu work parties took place where members got together to repair/clear footpaths, remove fallen trees etc.
Each year we hold a Christmas Tree event in aid of St Joseph’s School PTA, and will be applying to the SCC for permission to hold this event again this coming December.

5. Hon. Treasurer’s Report
Corinna Heddle sent her apologies for absence. 

The membership currently stands at thirty-six members. We have acquired one new member and two members have made donations in lieu of membership fees 
The balance in the account currently stands at £2,930.37 

The 2024 Christmas Trees event on behalf of St Joseph’s School PTA brought in £420.  These funds have been used to purchase glockenspiels.  These are tuned percussion instruments with metal bars that produce distinct notes when struck, making them excellent for children to explore music and develop musical skills.
6. Approval of the statement of Receipts and Payments

Approved by Donald Collingwood and seconded by Sue Lawrence.
7. Election of Officers and Committee Members for the year 2025/26

The re-election of Paul Rijbroek as Chairman and Corinna Heddle, Hon. Treasurer were agreed unanimously by the meeting.   



The position of Secretary is currently vacant. 
Those Members of the Committee - Neil Adams, Tony Lawrence, and Jane Searle - offered themselves for re-election, and were also approved by the meeting: 
8. Future programme for remainder of 2025 & early 2026
	2025 BBQ/Picnic  
Friday 12 September – 6.30 pm 

Location: Take the private road up the side of the Jolly Farmer PH, Burdenshott Road. Where the road divides is the area where we hold the Picnic. Please be aware that this is strictly a BYO – seating, food, refreshments etc.    
Christmas Tree Event 
Sunday 7 December 2025 subject to permission from SCC.
2026 AGM – TBA  


	


9. Presentation by Adam Bolton, Surrey Wildlife Trust.

As mentioned earlier, Adam was not able to make his presentation due to being called away late the previous afternoon due a wildfire on the Barossa Nature Reserve near Camberley.

His presentation would have included the interaction between the various organisations that are involved with Whitmoor.  For example, Surrey Wildlife Trust, SCC, Forestry Commission, Woodland Trust, Thames Basin Heath, Natural England, Dept of the Environment.
10. 
AOB

Cllr Witham gave an interesting insight into the proposals for local government reorganisation in Surrey. The government wants areas such as Surrey to become Strategic Authorities — led by an elected Mayor.

To do this, Surrey must first reorganise into unitary councils, which combine county and district & borough services into a single level of government.

Surrey currently has 12 councils. It is proposed reorganise into two new councils – East Surrey and West Surrey.

Central Government is holding a consultation concerning the proposed plans for devolution and local government reorganisation in Surrey. This will run until Tuesday 5 August 2025. It will help government to understand what residents, businesses and other stakeholders think about the changes in Surrey. They will use the results from the consultation to help them make a final decision on which option is best for Surrey.
Further information can be obtained from the SCC website.

Surrey Plans for Devolution and Local Government Reorganisation - Surrey County Council

The final decision will be made by the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
A query was raised as to what would happen to Parish Councils under the proposed reorganisation. 

Keith was of the opinion that they would probably remain, possibly with greater powers.

Gaynor pointed out that Guildford may soon have its own Town Council for the first time.
Paul thanked everyone for coming, and also Keith Whitham for his for his very informative insight into the proposals for local government reorganisation in Surrey.
The meeting closed at 9pm.
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